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The New Encyclopaedia Britannica

(11th EDITION)
AND THE

Univergity of Cambridge.

Report of a speech delivered by the late President of the British
Academy at a dinner given in London last Autumn by the Chan-
cellor of the University of Cambridge, on the undertaking by the
University of the New Edition of the Encyclopaedia Britannica.
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In proposing the toast of the Encyclopaedia Britannica, the

late Mr. S, H. Butcher (President of the British Academy and M.P,
for Cambridge University) said:

Lerd Rayleigh, your Exeellency, my Lords, and gentlemen
The grest honour las beon dooe mo of askisg mo to: Propose
tho toast of ihe Enoyelopaedis Britannics this evenlsg.

I should jout like to meation fo you that I am not s person
of any inrg-" multifarious learning myself, und 1 do not in
any way foal eneyelopacdie, Langhter.) 1 do not know why,
but 1 have alwava felt a little why about encyclopasdic know
ledge, partly, lll'."l|li:“1 hue some of the nuthors 1 bave been
secastomed to read—various Grecks of the earliest times—
have told me that mueh ledarning does not hring wizsdom A
person no less than Avistotle himself sayn that muech lewrning
brings mueh confusion of thonght (Laughter). 1 have fought
shy, therklore, an I ¢ : co of that sort, and 1 in
d-‘---1 do mot Know | J hio ean be u;“u.l q.liil' un
FTLE Y v I Xeet meant who aits m the Front

i il T I-\u 4, whin busizces it is, I think,
t i Ve hing

I w ! s Iy t man to d k tha toust
of T I [ L may nasl hi= Assambl
o il § i y # ] Britant 1t in
L.r ' ) brodit The f lithan gues
bu ] ) i itnined  in slanie
nfed I | ' g nnd X ()

{ ol < n
on
thun 4 1 it B : t 4 -noew
it i ' L v Ag. far sl nnes, 1
1, | it | (| 1 1 [
;. 5 By 1 ¢ BAY
S riitions 11' T it . ! i F LIRS exs | .'_i ! 1:‘. 1 |1
b w ' L i t -':_'.'_ adition
is i -_x'. aut . | ) a i it hus got JHD pages
did i st i 4. o 10 Inirl )TA, nen
(.:I gron ! 10 try only but all over the
w —‘-1‘ nd with s J ime other of ita physical
s the 28 60 or 70 pounds, the
m being r & space of about two foel®®
The e s mirsealons, (Loughter and cheers.)

Hos thin boapk come inlo exisience? Who bas made
it what it ut pnce that Cambridge did nol make
it ([leas ge did nothing as regards the planing
of this wr of the writers, Bnt Uambridge did
look Iuto it ed ested [ts merits with a view to taking
over its publication. gthing as to its testing its financial
merits nm only sf w of its intellectnal merits, They

The Uiniversity bas, 1 believae

have tedted ils intelle
was laid down by Bentley as long

soted on the prineiple which

ago as 1697, that the Cambridge University Press must make
the advancement of lesrning its objeet. (Cheers.)) It is that

whick has indured Cambridge to become the owner of this En.
evolopaeding henceforth it acquires the copyright aad the eontrel
of the Eueyelopaedia Britannicn, (Hear, hear.) Baut, I ask aguin,

who has created this New Edition? [ say ‘'ereated’’ because

mbrides  §; s in & way 4 new ersntion—it is more than a pew adition. You
nivertity : that . dnn 24} 3 Nint

the may suy that it is re-wrtion as compared with the Ninth or the

ﬁn:ydﬂuﬂn Teuth editions. It is & new thing all thraugh that is presented

vitanmica 4, ;0 And it is dus to the editor, whe is here this savenming., My,

Chsholm—{choers)—wilh the bolp of his assistant, Mr. Alison

Ph Mr sliolm hoy Deen stodying the whole guestion

of 1l Enelelops
b:'f\ !u'i'T‘ 8 i
years, nod,

rood many years—ainca 1800, He
ut work new editian now for 7 or B
( he assistance given to him hy **The Times,'
to the material rees that it has plueed nt his commund, to
being aecommuodated in its building, and to thy }.-']p that he has
ot fram their great siaff, he en a to produee wn odition
I thing in the history of eneyalopaedias,

has e

which lg gnite an origint

as [ shall try to show a moment., (Cheers.) It Is he who has
planned all. He hes had it all under this editorial survey from
the ye beginning. He hix had the help of expert advisers
whoso isfanee has sought, and partly again throngh the
heip o The Times' he Lus been able to establish relations
with all parts of the world. (Cheers,)

[ mean to be very short, and only ¢o polnt out what scem, to me
to be two interesting and o nal fentures in thin new edition
aof the Ene Britunnica. The first is that the book is,
or will be when it comes , & complete apd mniform whole.
The editor has through nll thesa years kept all the parts of this

clonaedin

bool In relatfon ome with the other, He has kept a holl en the
eontributors; and has made ¢ach know what the other eollabore-
tors in the same depariment were doing. He so set to work
that the book bns reccived n strustural umity of its own. There
you have the first novel feature of the Eleventh Edition of the

becauss hitherto etiech volume has been
Now, for the first time, the book
itself n unit, Hitherto you have

iaedia Br

distinet

En annics,
n separate nnd unit,
though of immense variety, ls

bnd ecurious ineonsistoncies and discordant articles introduced

pacisl in different volpmes. Sometimes if has bappened formerly that the
T e same man writing under the lstter A, ufterwards under the latter
enth M, and still more under the letter Z, sach time contradicts every-
ition thing that he bas said before. (Laughter.) You have had that

peculiar result from such an odd intellectual creation which eame
wto existonee in the grost intorval of time. perhaps, of 14 or 15
yoars, ns did the Nisth Edition. In this Ninth Edition the whole
of the ecarly part of the Encyclopaedia Britsonies was out of
date by the time you got to Z. Thore is an end of that irregular
ity now, and surely it 18 & very great schisvement that for the
first time you shall bave n real bpck, & book, as I ssy, with
struetural unity, and not s set of discordant monographs or of
puzxking discropancies. The old kind .of Encyclopaedia that I
mentioned mizht be deseribed in a single line; *'Monsirum horren-
dom informa, ingems, cui lumen ademptum.’’ (Lesoghter and
ehenrs.) The spcond characteriztic which stems to me to belong to
this Eneyelopaadia ia that it bas kept pace with the forwanrd move-
ment of the marsh of progress, and has the characteristio of the
gpirit, of expansion in every domain of knowledge—{hear, hear)—
and how nccessary that is, because, gentlemocn, you are aware that
in the last 30 or 40 years every form of knowledge has gone ahead
at an eximnordinary aod. aceelerated rate. Everybody knows that
it is true as regards physical scisuce, but I shounld like to lay stress
upon the fact that it is troe slso of humanistic seicnaes—history,
litorature, arehasology, and others of the same kind. (Cheers.) In
order, thersfors, to bring this Encyeclopaedia up to date it was neces
gary not merely to revise the old Encyeclopansdia, but almost to re-
write it from the beginning. I guther from what I hear of the new
edition that it is from cover to cover s new book. It is not now
any longer a mers reeord of the past, bot it is oven to some extent
an anticipstion of future diseovery. (Cheers.) It gives not only an
insight into the past, but it gives alsc a foresight of the future, the
spread of progressiveness, and a display of the enlargement of all
the boundaries of knowledge., Surely that is a splendid result to
achisve, and a splendid bope to bave opened up. (Cheers.)

1 ohaerve in the Het of eontributors of all kinds to this book
that there are the names of writers belonging to the organized
socioties which represent orgamized knowledge—some of the best
men we have. We have from the Royal Soeiety 108 eontributors,
and from the body which 1 bave the honor te represent, and of

*The menu for the eveming was enclosed in a cover reapressniing s
wped facpimile of the binding of the New Editica, with selected articles
from the First Edition,
**The naw boek appears oot etly in an India paper editiom, bui in an
ordimary paper oditica as weil,

| which I am now Prosidant, the British Academy, there are no less
than 37 confributers, considerably more thao bhualf of the whole of
the membors, I would just like to say that the Britiah
Academy represents all those branches of learning which do not
ecome within the range of the Roysl Hopiety itself; that is to say, it
reprasents what one may esll the humanistie subjects treated by
scientifie methods—nneient and modern history, philology, insluding
litorature, I;u‘.gungl'. elhesical, Semitie; modern fu'r\', _11rrjn|'.r11.]--:|cu

(Uhesrn.,)

and general philosephy, politica] seonomy dnd other subjects, Some

| 8¢ the very best men In euch one of these wubjects are to be fopud Centribulors
" i - . . frem tho

| nmong the new contribulors to the new Eneyclopaedia Britannica. poemed

I wlso obsarve thalt there are no limits to the nationality in the Secietics
. - . R *

| selootion of writers, We have in that distinguiahed 1500 or more

| gomie mep Ffrom the [Maited States, some from Cansda, some from

[ Indin, and others from Germany, Franee, Italy, Holland, and cven

Jdapin;  That seems to me another great merit of the Encyelopaedia,
hat those who bave pinoned vhat book nnd earried it through to
| competion kave done so Inepired with the progressive spirit of

f K1

ly fon

wrenos. having devpted to every bratich wledgs the kind of

ppirit which many of you would natnral beloug only

to the more rapidly advancing forms of (t'heers,)
I heard somebody say that it gd thut Cam-
I r; e 1 thiis 1 to fall behind
i (Lamighter.) only uthor
point rds Cambiridge. 1iself @ from vy
I have i Nttinge Bhnme
ot i) 1 ]
it v i
£ it 1 —
Bt . a8 ' i I IL 9
b lookts b0 to-d ¥, and its
th | It 1 <1 Jalit a ;
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I I ] vl - ,> The Future
) | nis, a 1gst 1
v oF Ehi AT 1 = e ihe
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wve not only the so

but youa have slso the new
articles written by the k
eertain guidance towards ura dises
the hope that by possessing and contr y-wch & book ax this
Eneyelopnedia Britannica Cumbridge may become more than it has
ever heen in the past—an inspiring eentre of world-wide intellectual
life, and able to carry out not only its national but also iis inter
| nations]l funetion. (CUheers.)
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The New (11th) Edition of the Encyclopaedia Britan-
nica is a Fresh and Original Survey of Human Thought,
Learning and Achievements in 1910. A complete and
Authoritative Exposition of Knowledge. It consists of 28
Volumes and Index, Comprising 27,000 Pages and 40,000
Articles, and Will Supersede and Displace All Previous
Editions and Unauthorized and Garbled American Reprints
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A Revolution in Publishing

The Use of India (or Bible) Paper Reduces the
Bulky Volumn of Previous Edition to a Slender,
Flexible Volume Only One Inch Thick.

Notz that, though the contents of cvorresponding volumes are
identical, the bulk and weight are reduced by two-thirds in
the new format.

This radieal departure from the traditions of 140 vears has heen
justified. The public has quickly set the stamp of its approval upon
the India paper format, The ponderous volumes which have always
been associated with the idea of an encyclopaedia have been replaced
by volumes so light that one of thém can be held comfortably in the
hand. When open the book lies flat. The paper, although so light, is
opaque, and stronger than ordinary book paper herstofore used. It
gives an ideal pginting surface. The entire set of 29 volumes weighs
about 80 pounds, as compared with & weight of about 240 pounds in
the ordinary paper edition. The Enecyclopaedia Britanniea, more com-
prehensive and better arranged than ever, in the new format becomes
many fimes more valuable to its owner, becanse it can be read steadily
and systematically without fatigue.

In view of the extraordinary demand for the new (11th) edition
it is apparent that all preliminary estimates of the probable size of the
advance.of-pubication sale will have to be disergarded. It is now
confidently expected that 40,000 orders will be received by June next
90 per cent. of the subsoribers have selected the India paper edilion
and 'the preference for the Full Shasp Binding has also been mad:
olear. The suocess of the new format is therefore assured,

Canadian subsecribers will be supplied with copies of the English
Edition of the Encyclopacdia Britannica and not at that which for pus-
poses of copyright had to be printed in the United States. The work
will be delivered from England, carriage and duty paid to Toronto.

Subscriptions at substantial concessions in price are being
advance of publication. s

volumes.

aceepted in
No remittance is asked fur until delivery of the

APPLICATION FOR THE PROSPECTUS.
Full particulars of prices (in advanee of publiestion), of defarred paymenta,
bookeases rud bindings, together with a prospectus containing an secount of th
work, with specimen pages, order forms, eie., free on application.

Cambridge Unibersity Press

{Encyclopasdia Britannica Department)
Royal Bank Building, 10-12 King Street East, Toronto

Please send me the prospeetus of the nmew Encyclopsedia Britannica (11th
Edition).
Jpame

B L R A

Profession or Business (with addreas)

e R L T R I P T

Besidenm

L e S e,

D e

V.T 3 Can.

N.B.~The New Encyclopaedia Britannica is only offered direct to the public;
no book-agents or canvassers are employed.




